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In a lovely and comfortable home with beautiful surroundings of flowers, lawns and orchards, at Suckley, Worcester, England lived the family of William and Ann Jewell Rowley. The Rowleys belonged to a sect called The United Brethren, which consisted of a group of approximately six hundred persons. They had broken off from the Wesleyan Faith and were continually praying for light and truth.

At this time Elder Wilford Woodruff was in England preaching the Gospel. He was impressed to call upon the United Brethren  and when he delivered his message to them, they received him joyfully and in a short time they were all converted and baptized. Wilford Woodruff and the Rowley family became close friends and many of the church meetings were held in the Rowley home. A few months after the Rowley family joined the church, on the 14th of July, they were blessed with a fine baby boy whom they named John. He had two sisters and of course he being the first boy they all rejoiced greatly over him.

In a lovely and comfortable home with beautiful surroundings of flowers, lawns and orchards, at Suckley, Worcester, England lived the family of William and Ann Jewell Rowley. The Rowleys belonged to a sect called The United Brethren, which consisted of a group of approximately six hundred persons who had broken off from the Wesleyan Faith. They were continually praying for light and truth.

At this time Elder Wilford Woodruff was in England preaching the Gospel. He was impressed to call upon the United Brethren. As he delivered his message to them, they received him joyfully and in a short time they were all converted and baptized. Wilford Woodruff and the Rowley family became close friends and many of the church meetings were held in the Rowley home. 
A few months after the Rowley family joined the church, on the 14th of July, 1841 to be exact they were blessed with a fine baby boy whom they named John. He had two sisters and, of course, he being the first boy they all rejoiced greatly over him.


During the time of Wilford Woodruffs second mission to England, he and his companion came to the town where the Rowleys lived to hold a conference. After the conference was over they spent the night in the Rowley home. Shortly after they all had retired for the night, a mob of approximately fifty men surrounded their house. William got up, dressed himself and went out side and locked the door behind him. As he approached the men, he ask them what they wanted and they replied, "We want Wilford Woodruff and his companion. When ask what they wanted the brethren for, they replied, "For preaching false doctrine and baptizing the people and if you will not tell us where they are we will take you." When William refused to tell them where the brethren were, they beat him severely and then ask him again if he would tell them. William replied "I will never tell you." The mob then beat him until he was unconscious and left him lying on the ground. After they left his wife, Ann, went out and brought him into the house where she cared for him. 
The next morning, Wilford Woodruff on hearing the story, commended brother Rowley for his courage and advised him to make preparations to bring his family to Zion. As he began preparing to come to Zion it seemed misfortune met him on every turn. As he began preparing to come to Zion it seemed misfortune met him on every turn. Their crops failed for two successive years and they were forced to sell their lovely home at auction.
During the time of Wilford Woodruffs second mission to England, he and his companion came to the town where the Rowley family lived to hold  conference. After the conference was over they spent the night in the Rowley home. After they all had retired for the night, a mob of approximately fifty men surrounded the house. Brother Rowley got up, dressed himself and went out side and locked the door behind him. As he approached the men, he ask them what they wanted and they replied, "WE WANT WILFORD WOODRUFF AND HIS COMPANION." ask what they wanted the brethren for, they replied, "FOR PREACHING FALSE DOCTRINE AND BAPTIZING THE PEOPLE AND IF YOU WILL NOT TELL US WHERE THEY ARE WE WILL TAKE YOU." They beat him severely and then ask him again if he would tell them. William replied "I will never tell you." The mob then beat him until he was unconscious and left him lying on the ground. After they left his wife Ann went out and brought him into the house where she cared for him. 

The next morning, Wilford Woodruff on hearing the story, commended Brother Rowley for his courage and advised him to make preparations to bring his family to Zion. As he began preparing to come to Zion it seemed misfortune met him on every turn. As he began preparing to come to Zion, it seemed misfortune met him on every turn. Their crops failed for two successive years, and they were forced to sell their lovely home at auction.
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One day as William was taking some goods to sell to obtain money to bring his family to Zion, his horses became frightened while crossing a bridge, causing a runaway and accident. William's leg was severely crushed and he then remained in bed almost a year before he died on February 14 1848. 

The Rowley family was now in poor circumstances. Ann Rowley worked early and late making mens clothing and with the aid of her brother Thomas Jewell- she was able to provide for her family. She was unable however to send them to school, but she was very faithful in teaching them the Gospel by example as well as by precept. The family was treated very unkind by the non-Mormons. At one time a group of boys caught John and beat him until he was unconscious simply because he would not deny being a Mormon. His condition remained serious for several days. 

As soon as John was old enough to work he began doing so by carrying bricks through a dark tunnel. He later found a better job and in less than a year the family was ready to come with a group of saints to Zion.

One day as Brother Rowley was taking some goods to sell to obtain money to bring his family to Zion,  on crossing a bridge, his horses became frightened, which resulted in a runaway and accident in which Brother Rowley’s leg was severely crushed. He then remained in bed almost a year before he died on 14 February 1848. 

The Rowley family was now in poor circumstances. Sister Rowley worked early and late making men’s clothing and with the aid of her brother Thomas Jewell, she was able to provide for her family. She was unable however to send them to school, but she was very faithful in teaching them the Gospel by example as well as by precept. 
The family was treated very unkind by the non-Mormons. At one time a group of boys caught John and beat him until he was unconscious simply because he would not deny being a Mormon. His condition remained serious for several days. 

As soon as John was old enough to work, he began doing so by carrying bricks through a dark tunnel. He later found a better job and in less than a year the family was ready to come with a group of saints to Zion.

CROSSING THE OCEAN

On Thursday, the first of May 1856, Captain Collins of the ship "Thornton" received the saints at Liverpool, England. There were 764 saints including the Rowleys aboard the ship. On the third of May
On Thursday, the first of May 1856, Captain Collins of the ship "Thornton" received the saints at Liverpool, England. There were 764 saints including the Rowleys aboard the ship. On the third of May,

President Franklin D. Richards, then presiding over the British Mission, came on board along with a government inspector and the ships physician. They examined all the saints and pronounced them all in good health. President Richards appointed James C. Willie captain of the company. The ship "Thornton" cleared Liverpool on the third of May and sailed the following day. 

Soon after leaving Liverpool the Emigrants were divided into several wards or districts and a presiding officer was appointed over each ward. During the voyage there was much sickness among the saints and seven deaths occurred. They also had three births and two marriages on the ship. Captain Collins was very kind to the Emigrants, allowing them many privileges which were appreciated by them. He also gave the elders full liberty to preach and hold meetings on board as often as [Page 3] they pleased. Captain Collins and the ship doctor as well as other officers were attentive listeners to the preaching. They often joined the saints in singing songs of Zion. The saints also had many entertainments and the Captain never allowed any sailors to disturb them. Captain Collins complimented the saints on their cleanliness and said that he could never wish for a better or more orderly group of passengers. 

Before disembarking, written testimonials were exchanged between the saints and Captain Collins and the ships doctor. These testimonials expressed the good feelings and the pleasant, cordial understanding which had prevailed between all concerned during the voyage. The captain and physician, while trying to respond to the 
President Franklin D. Richards, who at the time was presiding over the British Mission. He and the government inspector and the ships physician came on board; they examined all the saints and pronounced them all in good health. President Richards appointed James C. Willie captain of the company. The ship Thornton cleared Liverpool on the third of May and sailed the following day. 

Soon after leaving Liverpool, the Emigrants were divided into seven Wards of Districts, with a Presiding Officer was appointed over each. During the voyage there was much sickness among the saints, seven deaths occurred, they also had three births and two marriages on the ship. 
Captain Collins was very kind to the Emigrants, allowing them many privileges which were appreciated by them. He also gave the elders full liberty to preach and hold meetings on board as often as they pleased. Captain Collins and the Ship Doctor as well as other officers were attentive listeners to the preaching, and often joined the saints in singing songs of Zion. The saints also had many entertainments and the Captain never allowed any sailors to disturb them. Captain Collins complimented the saints on their cleanliness and said that he could never wish for a better or more orderly group of passengers. 

Before disembarking, written testimonials were exchanged between the saints and Captain Collins and the Ship Doctor. These testimonials expressed the good feelings and the pleasant, cordial understanding which had prevailed between all concerned during the voyage. The Captain and Physician, in trying to respond to the written testimonies given to them by the saints, were overcome by their feelings and shed tears of emotion. 

The saints arrived in New York on June 14, 1856 and were received by Elder John Taylor. They left New York on the 17th of June and traveled by rail to Iowa City arriving there on the 26th of June.

written testimonies given to them by the saints, were overcome by their feelings and shed tears of emotion.
The saints arrived in New York on June 14, 1856 and were received by Elder John Taylor. They left New York on the 17th of June and traveled by rail to Iowa City arriving there on the 26th of June.

CROSSING THE PLAINS

It was on the 15th of July that John Rowley, along with the other saints left Iowa City in what in known as the Captain Willie Handcart Company. This company consisted of five hundred souls, one hundred and twenty handcarts, five wagons, twenty four oxen, and forty five beef cattle. The saints were happy in the thought that they were going to Zion, and the first two hundred miles all went well. The scenery was beautiful and with game being plentiful, the spirit of joy reigned in these camps of Israel. However on the fourth of September the company's cattle were run off by a band of Indians, and this proved to be a great calamity. When the company reached North Bluff Creek, six hundred miles from Iowa City, their provisions were so low that Captain Willie was compelled to cut their rations. It was here that Elder Franklin Richards and a party of returning missionaries joined them and found the camp in serious condition. They felt that the best way they could help the saints was to hurry on to Salt Lake and report their condition to President Brigham Young and have relief sent to the company. 
It was on the fifteenth of July that John Rowley, along with the other saints, left Iowa City in what in known as the Captain Willie Handcart Company. This company consisted of five hundred souls, one hundred and twenty handcarts, five wagons, twenty-four oxen, and forty-five beef cattle. The saints were happy in the thought that they were going to Zion, and the first two hundred miles all went well. The scenery was beautiful and with game being plentiful, the spirit of joy reigned in these camps of Israel. However on the fourth of September the company's cattle were run off by a band of Indians, and this proved to be a great calamity. 
When this company reached North Bluff Creek, six hundred miles from Iowa City, their provisions were so low that Captain Willie was compelled to cut their rations. That night Elder Franklin Richards and a party of returning missionaries joined them and found the camp in serious condition. They felt that the best way they could help the saints was to hurry on to Salt Lake and report to President Brigham Young the condition that the saints were in and have relief sent to the Company. 

On the twelfth of October, Captain Willie was forced to cut their rations again, this time to ten ounces for men, nine for women, six for children and three for infants. Their last flour was used on the nineteenth and that night the first snow of the season fell. When the morning came, the saints found eighteen inches of snow on [page 4] the level. The saints had discarded some bedding and clothing along the way to make their loads become lighter and now it was badly needed. Deaths from extreme cold, exhaustion, and lack of food were frequent. 
On the twelfth of October, Captain Willie was forced to cut their rations again, this time to ten ounces for men, nine for women, six for children and three for infants. Their last flour was used on the nineteenth and that night fell the first snow of the season. The next morning the Saints found eighteen inches of snow on the level. These saints had discarded some bedding and clothing along the way to make their loads become lighter, and now it was very much needed at this time. Deaths from extreme cold, exhaustion, and lack of food were frequent. 
The work of pulling the hand cart made Sister Rowley sick, but in spite of the fact that she did not fully recover, she kept her place at the handcart. The weather was getting very cold, and as they crossed the Platt River, their wet clothes froze to them. Part of the Company, including the Rowleys, went across the river and camped. John went back and was helping carry women and children through the stream, and one of his thighs became frozen. he became so cold that he collapsed into unconsciousness and lay as if he were dead in the snow on the banks of the river. The Captain ordered the Company to move on. John’s mother protested and said that she could not leave John. The Captain said, “He’s dead,” and pushed him with his foot, and John regained consciousness.
Their provisions gave out at Sweetwater. As they reached the South Pass, it began to snow and became excessively cold. Fifteen persons died in one night and 

When Elder Richards reached Salt Lake and reported the conditions found among the members of the Willie handcart company, the October conference was convening. On Monday President Brigham Young addressed the Saints saying in part: "There are a number of our people on the plains who have started to come to Zion with handcarts and they need our help. We want twenty teams and wagons by tomorrow to go to their relief. It will be necessary to send two experienced men with each wagon. I will furnish three teams and wagons loaded with provisions and send good men with them and Brother Heber C Kimball will do the same. If there are any Brethren present who have suitable outfits for such a journey, please make it known at once, so we will know what we can depend on." 
The conference was then adjourned and the brothers and sisters started preparing to help their friends on the plains. That evening twenty seven young men met and received final instructions in rescuing the saints. Their instructions were, in part, that they should not return until they had rescued the saints or accounted for every soul. 

When the rescue party reached Fort Bridger they became alarmed as they expected to meet the Willie company at this point. After deliberating, a decision was 
were all piled into one grave and covered with snow as the ground was too hard to dig. Provisions were so scarce that life was almost unendurable. Some of the Brethren asked the Captain to kill some of the Church cattle for food. Fortunately, help was on the way.
About the time Elder Richards reached Salt Lake and reported the conditions found among the members of the Willie Handcart Company. October conference was convening and on Monday President Brigham Young    addressed the Saints saying in part: "There are a number of our people on the plains who have started to come to Zion with handcarts and they need our help. We want twenty teams and wagons by tomorrow to go to their relief. It will be necessary to send two experienced men with each wagon. I will furnish three teams and wagons loaded with provisions and send good men with them and Brother Heber C Kimball will do the same. If there are any Brethren present who have suitable outfits for such a journey, please make it known at once, so we will know what we can depend on."
Conference was then adjourned and the brothers and sisters started preparing to help their friends on the plains. That evening twenty seven young men met and received final instructions in rescuing the saints. Their instructions were, in part, that they should not return until they had rescued the saints or accounted for every soul. 

When the rescue party reached Fort Bridger they became alarmed as they expected to meet the Willie company at this point. After deliberating, a decision was 
made to send Joseph Young and Cyrus H, Wheelock ahead to urge the companies on, if possible. [page 6] Soon the snow became so deep and the wind blowing from the North so cold, that they had to camp. The men and animals were completely exhausted. It was here on the night of the 20th that Captain Willie and Joseph Elder, riding on two worn out animals, brought the news that unless immediate aid came, the Willie Company would perish. The men soon prepared to start again and after a hard journey arrived at the camp. They found people who had not eaten for forty-eight hours. Immediately fires were lighted and food prepared. To some the rescue party was to late for that night nine more deaths occurred. Part of the rescue party stayed with the Willie company, but most of them pushed on to rescue those of the Martin company which was back along the trail. 

As the Willie Company traveled on they were met at Fort Bridger by fifty wagons. This was a glorious day. The wagons returned, carrying the sorrowing pioneers to Salt Lake City arriving on November the ninth. About one sixth
made to send Joseph Young and Cyrus H, Wheelock ahead to urge the companies on, if possible. Soon the snow became so deep and the wind blowing from the North so cold, that they had to camp, for the men and animals were completely exhausted. It was here on the night of the twentieth that Captain Willie and Joseph Elder, riding on two worn out animals, brought the news that unless immediate aid came, the Willie Company would perish. The men soon prepared to start again and after a hard journey arrived at the camp, where they found people who had not eaten for forty-eight hours. Immediately fires were lighted and food prepared. To some, the rescue party was too late for that night nine more deaths occurred. Part of the rescue party stayed with the Willie Company, but most of them pushed on to rescue others along the way. 

When Cyrus H. Wheelock of Dan Jones’s party came with provisions and saw their condition, his eyes filled with tears. Sister Rowley said, “I’ll be the happiest woman alive if I reach Utah with all my children.” She felt she had all she could bear as she watched them trudge along day after day, their feet bleeding, and she was unable to help them except with encouraging words. In spite of hardships, she had her wish granted, for on November 9th, 1856, she arrived in Salt Lake City with all her children. They had pulled their handcarts over thirteen hundred and thirty-two miles. As the Willie Company traveled on they were met at Fort Bridger by fifty wagons; this was a glorious day. The wagon returned carrying the sorrowing pioneers to Salt Lake City. About one sixth of their number had perished along the way.
of their number had perished along the way. They had endured sorrow almost unbearable, sickness, death, frozen limbs, hunger and almost everything that the physical body can be called on to endure.
They had endured sorrow almost unbearable, sickness, death, frozen limbs, hunger and almost everything that the physical body can be called on to endure.

LIFE IN UTAH

After arriving in Salt Lake, John's mother was advised by the church authorities to take all her family except John and go to Nephi. John was to remain in Salt Lake where his limbs could be cared for. As soon as John recovered he joined his family in Nephi, where they established their first home in America. In 1859 John married Frances Banks and two children, John William and Frances Rosetta were born to this couple. Both children died in their tender years. John and Frances later separated. 

Later, John met and fell in love with a charming young girl named Mary Ann Gadd. They were married on September tenth 1864 in Nephi Utah. Their first child, a sweet little daughter whom they named Eliza Jane, was born the following year. Soon after this, he took his wife and baby and moved to Parowan, Iron County, Utah, to help build up that community. He built a lovely home and planted the first orchard in Parowan. John and Mary Ann's marriage was later solemnized in the Salt Lake endowment house on April 28 1866. Their next two children. Sarah Ann and John Sylvester, were born while they were living in Parowan. 

In 1869 John took his family back to Nephi. He purchased 160 acres north east of town, on which he built a 
After arriving in Salt Lake, John's mother was advised by the church authorities to take all her family except John and go to Nephi. John was to remain in Salt Lake where his limbs could be cared for. As soon as John recovered he joined his family in Nephi, where they established their first home in America. 
In 1859 John married Frances Banks. Two children, John William and Frances Rosetta were born to this couple; both children died in their tender years. John and Frances later separated. 

John met and fell in love with a charming young girl,  Mary Ann Gadd. They were married 10 September 1864 in Nephi. Their first child, a sweet little daughter whom they named Eliza Jane, was born the following year. Soon after this, he took his wife and baby and moved to Parowan where he purchased 160 acres north east of town, on which he built a lovely home for his family. He had much difficulty getting water to his farm. It became necessary for him to dig a ditch on a hill for two miles to carry water from Salt Creek Canyon. The ground was so loose that when the water was turned into it, the water would sink away in about four lovely home for his family. He had difficulty getting water to his farm and it became necessary for him to dig a ditch around a hill for two miles to carry water from Salt Creek canyon. The ground was so loose that when the water was turned into it, the water would sink away in about four feet. One day as he was working on this loose ground, one of his horses sank almost out of sight. He put a chain on the horse and hitched a good team of horses to the chain and pulled the horse out. John worked very hard on this project, and soon had a good ditch through which he could run water to his farm. He planted a large orchard and many acres of alfalfa and wheat, which he cut with a scythe. It was considered a days work to cut one acre of wheat, but sometimes he cut five acres in one day. 

John was a very progressive man. In Salt Creek canyon near Nephi he built a large mill in which he made plaster of Paris. In order to create power to run this mill, he built a large water wheel that stood thirty feet in the air. A mill race was made using a wooden flume which was 12 inches square and 100 yards long. It was supported about 20 feet above the ground. Water from the creek ran down the flume falling on the wheel causing it to turn and furnish power for the mill which was used to crush and grind gypsum rock. The gypsum was brought from a near by hill. After the gypsum rock was ground into powder, he then cooked it in a large boiler that he had made. After it was cooked and made into a finished product, it was shipped to Salt Lake City. John donated many thousands of dollars worth of plaster of paris to the Church which was used for building the temples in Utah. 

feet. One day as he was working on this loose ground, one of his horses sank almost out of sight. He put a chain on the horse and hitched a good team of horses to the chain and pulled the horse out. John worked very hard on this project, and soon had a good ditch through which he could run water to his farm. He planted a large orchard and many acres of alfalfa and wheat, which he cut with a scythe. It was considered a days work to cut one acre of wheat, but sometimes he cut five acres in one day. 

He was a very progressive man; at Nephi he built a large mill in which he made plaster of Paris. In order to create power to run this mill, he built a large water wheel that stood thirty feet in the air, and also a wooden floom  12 inches square. This floom was 100 yards long and stood twenty feet in the air. Water ran through this floom down over the large water wheel. This made the wheel turn. As it turned, it created power which was used to crush and grind gypsum rock which he secured from a hill nearby. After the gypsum rock was ground into powder, he then cooked it in a large boiler that he had made. After it was cooked and made into a finished product, it was shipped to Salt Lake City. John donated many thousands of dollars worth of plaster of paris to the Church which was used for building the temples. 

He made a continuous cement pipe which brought water from Salt Creek canyon to Nephi giving them their first water system. John also made a molasses mill and was well known for his good molasses which he took into Sanpete county and traded it for grain and other things that he could use. He also owned a carpenter shop where he kept his tools very neat. Each had a special place either on a shelf or hanging on the [page 7] wall. He also owned and operated a blacksmith shop.

He was the one who made the pipes and laid them for Nephi’s first waterworks. He also made a molasses mill. He was well known for his good molasses and took much of them into Sanpete county where he traded it for grain and other things that he could use. he also owned a carpenter shop where he kept his tools very neat; each had a special place either on a shelf or hanging on the wall. He also owned and operated a blacksmith shop.

[Norman’s version has a picture of the pipe.]

CEMENT PIPE made by John Rowley to run water in Nephi was made in 1884 and resulted in the first system in Nephi. The pipe is now kept in the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers Museum in Nephi.
John and Mary Ann had nine more lovely children all born in Nephi. They were Zina Cordelia, Amy Elizabeth, Jesse Noah, Heber Charles, James Albert, Samuel Isaac, Jacob Leslie, Wilford Marion and Mary Luella. During the time that John and Mary Ann lived in Nephi, polygamy was being practiced by some of the church members. This practice was limited to responsible church leaders and never exceeded more than three percent of the church population at any time. Stern rules concerning this practice were enforced. John was one that was given the responsibility of having several wives. The first wife he choose in polygamy was Emma Johnson, a widow with a large family that lived near by. John and Emma had two daughters, Rose and Lillie. 

John and Mary Ann had nine more lovely children born in Nephi. They were Zina Cordelia, Amy Elizabeth, Jesse Noah, Heber Charles, James Albert, Samuel Isaac, Jacob Leslie, Wilford Marion and Mary Luella. They buried three of their children, Sarah Ann, Samuel Isaac, and Jacob Leslie.

During the time that John and Mary Ann lived in Nephi, polygamy was being practiced by some of the church members. This practice was limited to responsible church leaders and never exceeded more than three percent of the church population at any time. Stern rules concerning this practice were enforced. John was one that was given the responsibility of having several wives. The first wife he choose in polygamy was Emma James (Johnson) a widow with a large family that lived near by. John and Emma had two daughters, Rose and Lillie. 

Four years later he fell in love with Emma's charming daughter Emma Ozella. Emma respected John very much and was happy to have her daughter marry him. However, at this time she felt that it would be best if John and she discontinued living together. This was agreed on by all concerned and Emma James then dropped the Rowley name and from then on she was known by the name of her former husband, Lorenzo Johnson, to whom she was previously sealed to. 

On Oct 25th 1875 John and Emma Ozella Johnson were married in the Salt Lake Endowment House. They had six lovely children all born in N ephi. They were Lorenzo Jewell, Emma Sylvania, William Parley, Alice, David Lyman, and Julia. Orissa Jane Johnson, a younger sister of Ozella, had now blossomed into a lovely young lady. She and John fell in love and were married in the St. George Temple April 10th 1877. They were then blessed with a lovely family of seven. George Wallace, Martha Ann, Joseph Hyrum, Moses Aaron, Ernest Exile, Louisa and Katy May. John and his three wives all lived together in one house. Each family had their own separate rooms except for the kitchen, which was shared by all. John was very kind and considerate of his wives and children. When he and his older sons were working on the farm or in the mills, they always stopped promptly at 12 o'clock noon and again at 5 PM for their meals. He never kept his families waiting for him. This made it very convenient for his wives and they always had their meals on time.  [page 8] Their work was always well organized and the household kept in order. 
Four years later he fell in love with Emma's charming daughter Emma Ozella. Emma respected him very much and was happy to have her daughter marry him. However, at this time she felt that it would be best if John and she discontinued living together. This was agreed on by all concerned and Emma James then dropped the Rowley name and from then on she was known by the name of her former husband, Lorenzo Johnson, to whom she was previously sealed to. 

On Oct 25th 1875 John and Emma Ozella Johnson were married in the Salt Lake Endowment House. They had six lovely children all born in Nephi; Lorenzo Jewell, Emma Sylvania, William Parley, Alice, David Lyman, and Julia. On the 30 March 1877 John and Ozella made a trip to St. George Temple. At that time Ozella stood proxy for Mary Hawkins who was sealed to John.

Orissa Jane Johnson, a sister of Ozella, had now blossomed into a lovely young lady. She and John fell in love and were married in the St. George Temple 10 April 1877. They were then blessed with a lovely family of seven; namely, George Wallace, Martha Ann, Joseph Hyrum, Moses Aaron, Ernest Exile, Louisa and Katy May. 
John and his three wives all lived together in one house; each family had their own separate rooms except for the kitchen which was shared by all. John was very kind and considerate of his wives. When he and his older sons were working on the farm or in the mills, they always stopped promptly at 12 o'clock noon and again at 5 PM for their meals. He never kept his families waiting for him. This made it very convenient for his wives. They always had their meals on time.  Their work was always well organized and the household kept in order. 

Many times John and his wives went to the temples and did work for their departed loved ones. On the 24th of March 1880 while they were in the St. George Temple, he had his two children that were born to Frances Banks sealed to himself and Ozella. On the 13th of August 1883, John married Sarah Elizabeth Steed in the Salt Lake Endowment House. Sarah Elizabeth did not have any children.

Many times John and his wives went to the Temples and did work for their departed loved ones. On the 24 March 1880, they were in the St. George Temple, he had his two children that were born to Frances Banks sealed to himself and Ozella. 
On the 13 of August 1883, John married Sarah Elizabeth Steed in the Salt Lake Endowment House. Sarah Elizabeth did not have any children.

TESTIMONY STRENGTHENED

One year while at Nephi, John's crops did not turn out as good as he had expected them too. He knew that his families would need all the wheat he had raised that year. This worried him because he realized he should pay one tenth of it for tithing. One day as he was working his thoughts turned to tithing, and it seemed he heard a still small voice say, "PAY YOUR TITHING JOHN." Immediately he loaded one tenth of his wheat onto his wagon and took it to the Bishop. When he arrived there, the Bishop said "John, you are just the man I wanted to see." He continued by telling him that he had a large quantity of apples and that he would like him to take them and see what he could do with them. John unloaded his wheat, filled his wagon apples, and returned home. He immediately sorted the apples, loaded his wagon again and went to the towns near by where he peddled them from door to door. He received from the apples as much wheat as he had paid for tithing, enough money to pay the Bishop for the apples, enough to pay his tithing on the apples, and enough apples for his family during the winter. This was indeed a strong testimony to him. He was always an honest tithe payer.

One year while at Nephi, John's crops did not turn out as good as he had expected them too. He knew that his families would need all the wheat he had raised that year. This worried him because he realized he should pay one tenth of it for tithing. One day as he was working his thoughts turned to tithing, and it seemed he heard a still small voice say, "PAY YOUR TITHING JOHN." Immediately he loaded one tenth of his wheat onto his wagon and took it to the Bishop. When he arrived there, the Bishop said "John, you are just the man I wanted to see." He continued by telling him that he had a large quantity of apples and that he would like him to take them and see what he could  with them. John unloaded his wheat, filled his wagon apples, and returned home. He immediately sorted the apples, loaded his wagon again and went to the towns near by where he peddled them from door to door. He received from the apples as much wheat as he had paid for tithing, enough money to pay the Bishop for them, and also enough to pay his tithing on the apples, besides enough apples for his family during the winter. This was indeed a strong testimony to him. He was always an honest tithe payer.

MISSION TO GREAT BRITTAN

John was ask by the church authorities if he could arrange to fill a mission. He had a strong testimony of the gospel, was firm in what he knew to be right, and had a desire to serve where ever he was called to do so. He now began making preparations to leave his loved ones, his business and farm, to devote his full time to the service of his Heavenly Father. He secured the help of his brother Thomas to run the business and supervise [page 9] the farm work while he was gone. John's two oldest sons, John and Jesse, were to assist their Uncle Thomas and help in all the work while their father was on his mission. 

John was set apart as a missionary, to labor in the Great Brittan mission, on October 7th 1884 by Elder Heber J. Grant. He then left his blessings with his loved ones, and departed for the mission field on the eleventh of October. On his arrival in England he received his letter of appointment from the president of the British Isles Mission, John Henry Smith. He then began his work and put his whole heart and soul into it. While laboring in the community where he had once lived he was successful in finding much genealogy of his departed loved ones.

John was asked by the Church Authorities if he could arrange to fill a mission. He had a strong testimony of the Gospel, firm in what he knew to be right, and also a desire to serve whereever he was called to do so. He now began making preparations to leave his loved ones, his business and farm, to devote his full time to the service of his Heavenly Father. 
He secured the help of his brother Thomas to run the business and supervise the farm work while he was gone. John's two oldest sons, John and Jesse, were to assist their Uncle Thomas and help in the work while their father was on his mission. 

John was set apart as a missionary, to labor in the Great Britain mission, on October seventh 1884 by Heber J. Grant. He then left his blessings with his loved ones, and departed for the mission field on the eleventh of October, 1884. 
On his arrival in England, he received his letter of appointment from President John Henry Smith of the British Isles Mission, after which he began his work and put his whole heart and soul into it. He also was successful in finding much genealogy of his departed loved ones, while laboring in the community where they had lived.

TROUBLE BECAUSE OF POLYGAMY

After filling an honorable mission, John returned home to find persecution very strong against the Church because of the practice of plural families, so he did not appear in public. He, along with the others who were 
After filling an honorable mission, John returned home to find persecution very strong against the Church because of the practice of plural families, so he did not appear in public. He, along with the others who were

practicing polygamy, lived what was called "the underground". They lived with their families but had secret ways to escape trouble if it came. John built a cellar under his kitchen and lined it with lumber. He built bins and shelves around the walls for the storage of food. He also had a secret door in this cellar that opened into a tunnel through which he could enter his grist mill. His mill also had shelves around the wall where he kept his tools some of which were even hanging on the secret door. In one end of the mill he built a small room with a bed where he could sleep if necessary for him to hide. Over this small room he had a bin of wheat so anyone entering his mill thought it was just one large bin of wheat. 

One night the deputy thought he would pull a trick on John and be able to arrest him. He had the house surrounded with men and then had a young man go to the door and ask if John Rowley was at home. He told them that he had been sent as a messenger to warn him and that he had better leave the house immediately as the deputy was on his way there. John was in the other room and heard what was said. He started to go to the door to talk with the man when a voice, as clear as if someone was speaking in the room, said "don't go to the door". So he did not, instead he went to his hideout and it was impossible for them to find him. 

The Rowley women and children did all the gardening while John remained in the mill working where he could not be seen. He had a horse and buggy that he kept hidden so no one in Nephi could recognize it. He traveled in this buggy when he [page 10] would go to salt Lake or other paces to get material for his mills. 

practicing it, lived what was called "on the underground." This meant living with their families, but having secret ways of escape if trouble came. 
John built a cellar under his kitchen and lined it with lumber. he built bins and shelves around the walls for the purpose of storing food, He also had a secret door in this cellar that opened into a tunnel through which he could enter his grist mill. His mill also had shelves around the wall where he kept his tools. Tools were even hanging on the secret door. In one end of the mill he built a small room. He had a bed in it where he could sleep when it became necessary for him to hide. Over this small room he had a bin of wheat so anyone entering his mill thought it was just one large bin of wheat. 

One night the Deputy thought he would pull a trick on John and be able to catch him. He had the house surrounded with men and then had a young man go to the door and ask if John Rowley was at home. He was told to tell him that he had been sent as a messenger to warn him and that he had better leave the house immediately as the Deputy was on his way there. John was in the other room and heard what was said. He started to go to the door to talk with the man, but a voice as clear as someone speaking in the room said to him, "Don't go to the door". So, of course, he did not, Instead, he went to his hideout, and it was impossible for them to find him. 

The Rowley women and children did all the gardening while John remained in the mill working where he could not be seen. He had a horse and buggy that he kept his so any people in Nephi could not recognize it. He 
John Married Blinda Marden Kendrick on July 28th 1886 in the Logan Temple. She was a sweet lovely girl that he had met on his mission in England. Blinda, along with eleven other saints came to America at the time John was released from his mission. After their marriage they made their home in Mayfield, Sanpete County, Utah. This couple had three children named Mariam, Edith Mertle and Roswell Irvin. 

One evening in the spring of 1888, while John was at his home in Nephi, he went into the field to help the boys with some work. Early the next morning he left on a business trip to Salt Lake City. The Deputy must of heard that he was out in the field that night, because the next day while the wives and children were out in the gardens working, he circled around back of the field where Mary Ann and Lizzie, one of her grown daughters were working in their garden. The deputy thought Lizzie was a young wife so he hurried over to where they were with a summons for her arrest. While he was reading the summons to them, Mary Ann took off her sunbonnet and put it around to the side of her and motioned with it to her son Jesse to go to the garden where Ozella and Orissa were working and tell them that the deputy was there. Ozella and Orissa immediately ran to the house. When the deputy was convinced that Lizzie was a daughter instead of a wife, He hurried into the house to search it. He came to the cellar steps just after the wives had closed the door and gone into the tunnel. After he completed the 

traveled in this buggy when he would go to Salt Lake or other paces to get material for his mill. 
John Married Blinda Marden Kendrick, 28 July  1886 in the Logan Temple. She was a sweet lovely girl that he had met on his mission in England. Blinda, along with eleven other saints came to America at the time John was released from his mission. After their marriage they made their home in Mayfield, Sanpete County, Utah. This couple had three children named Mariam, Edith Mertle and Roswell Irvin. 

One evening in the spring of 1888, while John was at his home in Nephi, he went into the field to help the boys with some work. Early the next morning he left on a business trip to Salt Lake City. The Deputy must of heard that he was out in the field that night, because the next day, while the wives and children were out in the gardens working, he circled around back of the field where Mary Ann and Lizzie, one of her grown daughters were working in their garden. The deputy thought Lizzie was a young wife so he hurried over to where they were with a summons for her arrest. While he was reading the summons to them, Mary Ann took off her sunbonnet and put it around to the side of her, and motioned with it to her son Jesse to go to the garden where Ozella and Orissa were working and tell them that the deputy was there. Ozella and Orissa immediately ran to the house. When the Deputy was convinced that Lizzie was a daughter instead of a wife, he hurried into the house to search it. He ran to the cellar steps just as the wives got into the tunnel and closed the door. After the Deputy had completed the search and did not find John or any search of the house and did not find John or and more than one wife, he then left. After he was gone the family talked things over and decided that it would be best if Ozella  and Orissa went south to live. They all began making preparations and soon had a wagon loaded with provisions. Mary Ann's son Jesse drove the team taking Ozella, Orissa and their children to Richfield, Sevier County, Utah where they located a house to stay for two weeks.

more than one wife, he, of course, left. After he left, the family talked things over and decided that it would be best if Ozella  and Orissa went south to live. They all began making preparations and soon had a wagon loaded with provisions. Mary Ann's son Jesse drove the team taking Ozella, Orissa and their children to Richfield, Sevier County, Utah. Here they located a house where they stayed for two weeks.
 [In Normans version there is a picture of Orissa & her children]

Front row: Moses Aaron Rowley, Katey May Rowley, and Louisa Rowley Center row: Orissa Jane Johnson Rowley, and Ernest Exile Rowley  [page 11] Back row: Joseph Hyrum Rowley, George Wallace Rowley, and Emma Ozella Johnson Rowley
John was still in Salt Lake visiting with some of his friends of the General Authorities of the church. Mary Ann knew Elder Francis M. Lyman would know where to find John, so she sent a letter to him in the care of Elder Lyman, telling all that had happened. John then went to the General Authorities and ask them what he should do. They advised him to take his families and go to Old Mexico were several of the men with plural families were going. John returned to Nephi and then to Richfield, were Ozella and Orissa were, and told them what the Authorities had said. He then ask them what they wanted to do and they replied that they would do exactly as their leaders had advised them to do. John then went to Blinda and told her the news, she decided to go to Mexico with the others. John then returned to Nephi. A few days later he loaded the necessary provisions and belonging of the families into a wagon, bid his wife Mary Ann and her children a fond farewell and began the hard trip of taking his other three families to Mexico.

John was still in Salt Lake. He was a close friend of the General Authorities. Mary Ann knew Elder Francis M. Lyman would know where to find John, so she sent a letter to him in the care of Elder Lyman, telling him what had happened. John then went to the General Authorities and ask them what he should do. They told him to take his families and go to Old Mexico were several of the polygamous families were going. John returned to Nephi and then went to Richfield, were Ozella and Orissa were. he told them what the Authorities had said and asked them what they wanted to do. They, of course, said, “We  will do exactly as our leaders advise us to do.” John then went to Blinda and told her the news, she decided to go to Mexico with the others. John then returned to Nephi. A few days later he loaded the necessary provisions and belonging of the families into a wagon, bid his wife Mary Ann and her children a fond farewell and began the hard trip of taking his other three families to Mexico.

MOVING TO MEXICO

During this trip John had a barrel of water on each side of the wagon. After many days on the road they met some travelers who told them that they would not need to haul water to the next camp because they would find plenty there. They did not refill their barrels, but just took enough along for drinking, and when they arrived at the camp the water had all dried up. They continued traveling all night to see if they could find water before the day become hot again. A short time after the sun came up they came to some water but it had stood so long that it had become discolored so they did not drink it. They did give some to their horses and it made them very sick, but they became better again and continued on. That afternoon they met a man that had a good supply of water and he gave then a bucket full for each horse and plenty for the family to drink. They reached water that evening and stay at that spot for several days while they and the horses rested.
 

When they reached Pima Arizona, it was decided to stay there for awhile and work before going on. John set up a blacksmith shop and repaired wagons for the freighters. After spending the winter in Arizona, they continued on their trip to Mexico. During this part of the trip they came to many steep mountains to climb, and it became necessary for them to walk part of the way. The horses became very tired  [page 12] pulling the load and had to stop for rests and the children would roll large rocks under the wheels of the wagon to keep it from rolling backwards. When the wagon started again the rocks were removed from the road, clearing the way for the next travelers. The long trip came to an end when they arrived in Diaz, Mexico on the eleventh 
During this trip John had a barrel of water on each side of the wagon. After many days on the road they met some travelers who told them that they would not need to haul water to the next camp because they would find plenty there. They did not refill their barrels, but just took enough along for drinking. When they arrived at the camp the water had all dried up. They continued traveling all night to see if they could find water before the day become hot. Soon after sunup they came to some water, but it had stood so long that it had become discolored. Of course, they did not drink it, but they gave some to their horses and it made them very sick. However, they became better and they again continued on. That afternoon they met a man who had a good supply of water. He gave then a bucket full for each horse and plenty for the family to drink. They reached water that evening and stayed there for several days while they and the horses rested.
 

When they reached Pima Arizona, they decided to stay there for awhile and work before going on. John set up a blacksmith shop and repaired wagons for the freighters. After spending the winter in Arizona, they continued on their trip to Mexico. On this trip they had many steep mountains to climb. It became necessary for them to walk part of the way. The horses became very tired  pulling the load. As they stopped to rest, the children would roll large rocks under the wheels of the wagon so it would not roll back. After the wagon started, the rocks were removed from the road, clearing it for the next travelers that came along. After a long hard trip, they arrived in Diaz, Mexico, on the eleventh of November
of November 1889. All were grateful to their Heavenly Father for their safe trip and a place where they could live in peace once again. 
In 1890 John returned to Nephi, Utah where he sold all his property and bought three new wagons. He loaded all his possessions into the wagons and took his wife Mary Ann and their family to Arizona. They took with them twenty five or thirty head of cattle which Jesse and Heber drove. When they arrived in Arizona that fall, Mary Ann and all of her children except Heber stayed there. John and Heber took one wagon and the stock on to Mexico and then returned to Arizona. John Sylvester married while the family was in Arizona and he and his wife remained there. John gave them a team and wagon and then took the rest of his family on to Mexico. They arrived in September 1891. Mary Ann and Blinda lived together for a short time until John could build a home for Mary Ann. He built her home on a twelve acre farm where he also built a flour mill and a molasses mill. 

President Teasdel of the Juarez Stake ask John if he would go to Pacheco and help build up that Mormon colony. He moved Ozella and Orissa and their children to Pacheco where he built each a lovely home. He also built a grist mill and a molasses mill there. While at Pacheco John became suddenly ill with pneumonia and passed away on the seventh of October 1893. Five children had proceeded him in death, yet he left twenty-seven honorable sons and daughters to carry on the work he had begun. Apostle George Teasdale spoke at the funeral, with all of John's family present. Elder Teasdale said of John, "The church has suffered a great loss by the untimely death of this 

very grateful for their Heavenly Father for their safe trip, to where they could live in peace once again. 
In the year of 1890 John returned to Nephi, Utah. He sold all his property and bought three new wagons. He loaded all their family and moved to Arizona. They took with them twenty-five or thirty head of cattle which Jesse and Heber drove. 
They arrived in Central, Arizona, in the fall. Mary Ann and the children except Heber remained there. John and Heber took the stock and one team and wagon to Mexico, then returned back to Arizona. He [John Sylvester] and his wife remained there. John gave them a team and wagon and then took the rest of his family on to Mexico. 
They arrived in September 1891. Mary Ann and Blinda lived together for a short time, until John could build a house for Mary Ann. He built her home on a twelve acre farm. he also built a flour mill and a molasses mill. 

President Teasdel of the Juarez Stake ask John if he would go to Pacheco and help build up that Mormon colony. he moved Ozella and Orissa and their children to Pacheco where he built each a lovely home. He also built a grist mill and a molasses mill there. 
While at Pacheco John became suddenly ill with pneumonia and passed away on the seventh of October 1893. Five children had proceeded him in death, yet he left twenty-seven honorable sons and daughters to carry on the work he had so noble done. 
Apostle George Teasdale spoke at the funeral, with all of John's family present. Elder Teasdale said of John, "The church has suffered a great loss by the untimely 
good man." He was buried in the Pacheco cemetery and a large head stone cast of cement in the form of a tree trunk was placed upon his grave. After John's death, his wives remained in Mexico until the Mormon exodus of 1912. They were, each of them, women of character and strength. They mothered noble, faithful families. Mary Ann died in 1924, Blinda in 1934, Ozella in 1939, and Orissa in 1941.
[Norman’s copy has a picture of the mill stones.]
The two mill stones at the left were made by John Rowley and used in a grist mill. The upright one is now set at the top of Orissa Jane Johnson Rowley's [page 13] headstone in the cemetery at Provo Utah, marking her grave. ​

[Norman’s copy has pictures of John’s gravestone.]
Photo in the upper left was taken sometime prior to 1960. The two color photos were taken by Norman and Judy Rowley in September of 2000. Trees and low bushes had over grown the entire cemetery. Most of the grave markers were no longer readable, however the cement used in making John's marker has withstood the elements for over 107 years and was very readable. Time and weather have eroded away the base and it had fallen over. There was also a small foot marker at the foot of the grave site with the initials J. R. on it. We believe that this head stone was made by the sons of John Rowley using skills taught them by their industrious father.
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